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Profile 
 

I am an economist with nearly two decades of experience across policy and academic research. My work 
focusses on developing analytical frameworks to examine spatial inequalities within urban contexts. My 
current research anchors this focus in three specific areas: the mechanics of wealth accumulation within 
cities; the impact of economic transitions on urban morphology at the city and regional scale; and the role 
of data ecosystems in spatial decision-making. A running theme in my research is measurement itself, in 
settings where data are scarce or ill-suited to the questions posed. 
 

 

Education 
 

Ph.D. in Economics, School of Economics, University of Cape Town, South Africa (2020—2025) 
Thesis: On Intra-city Spatial Inequalities: Connectedness as a Paradigm of Inclusive Cities 
 

M.Sc. in Economics, Madras School of Economics, Anna University, India (2006—2008) 
Dissertation: Consumption Volatility and the Cost of Uninsured Exposure to Risk, a Study across Indian 
States, 1970—2005 
 

B.Sc. in Mathematics, Madras Christian College, University of Madras, India (2002—2005) 
 

 

Positions Held 
 

African Centre of Excellence for Inequality Research, SALDRU, University of Cape Town 
Cape Town, South Africa | Various Positions, January 2024—onwards 
Roles/Responsibilities: conducting research on wealth accumulation and fiscal policy, intra-city spatial 
inequality, urban economic transitions, and sub-national data deficits in Africa. 
 

Cities Unit, United Nations Environment Programme 
Various Locations | Urban Economist, December 2020—May 2024 
Roles/Responsibilities: designed analytical frameworks to track green transitions in urban labour markets, 
and to track investment in green and blue urban infrastructure. 
 

Independent Consultant in Urban and Spatial Economics 
Various Organisations, April 2016—onwards 
Roles/Responsibilities: carried out commissioned research and advisory work on urban data, spatial 
analysis, and inequality for both public and private sector research organisations, philanthropic funders, 
and multilateral agencies. 
 

School of Planning and Architecture 
Delhi, India | Adjunct Faculty, November 2020—May 2022 
Roles/Responsibilities: taught courses in microeconomic theory for urban planning, and quantitative 
research methods. 
 

Azim Premji Philanthropic Initiative 
Bengaluru, India | Consulting Data Scientist, January 2019—December 2019 
Roles/Responsibilities: designed and prototyped a monitoring and evaluation laboratory to track the 
impact of rural social-sector grants. 
 

Catalyst Financial Technologies, Institute for Financial Management and Research 
Delhi, India | Consulting Data Scientist, January 2017—December 2018 
Roles/Responsibilities: designed and implemented the analytics infrastructure to track adoption of a 
digital finance initiative among micro and small enterprises across Tier 2 cities in India. 
 

Indian Institute for Human Settlements 
Bengaluru, India | Various Positions, May 2012—November 2019 



Roles/Responsibilities: established the Urban Informatics Laboratory, led projects on data architectures 
for spatial analytics, and produced the annual urban India data almanack. 
 

Small Enterprise Finance Centre, Institute for Financial Management and Research 
Chennai, India | Research Associate, June 2009—April 2012 
Roles/Responsibilities: developed credit-scoring algorithms for micro-enterprises with thin transaction 
histories, and evaluation frameworks for credit access in low-value markets. 
 

Nathan Economic Consulting (India) 
Chennai, India | Economist, May 2008—May 2009 
Roles/Responsibilities: provided analytical support for a portfolio of media products assessing limited-
overs cricket in real time. 
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Op-eds 
Blogs 

Preprints 
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